
 

 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to this twenty-first issue of the Oldham Peace Times, newsletter of the Oldham Pledge 
to Peace Forum. This is a regular publication to inform people and organisations with an interest 
in working for peace about the Forum and its work.  
 
I hope you and your loved ones had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. 
 
Following the Forum’s fourth anniversary, this is the first issue of our magazine since summer 
2019. I studied in Australia from mid-July until early December. Forum Vice-Chair Maria Ellis also 
joined me for some of this time. Details of some of the peace activities we were engaged in 
‘down under’ appear in this issue, particularly some exciting developments at the Ivory’s Rock 
Conference Centre in Ipswich, Queensland, known to many of our readers as Amaroo. 
 
Christmas 2019 was tinged with great sadness as we heard of the death of Oldham’s first Mayor 
of Peace Derek Heffernan. Derek served as Chair of this Forum with great commitment and 
dedication from its inauguration in January 2016. During Derek’s mayoral year, twenty Oldham 
schools became signatories to the Pledge to Peace and he hosted a hugely symbolic visit by two 
‘Hibakusha’, Japanese women who had survived the atomic bombing at Hiroshima. An article in 
tribute to Derek appears on page 3 and one about the Hibakusha visit on the last page. We 
dedicate ourselves to working for peace in Derek’s memory. 
 
The UK has of course finally left the European Union, and this will present fresh challenges for 
British peace activists wishing to engage with European institutions; nonetheless, membership of 
the European Union is not a prerequisite to become a signatory of the Pledge to Peace, and 
organisations working everywhere for peace will continue to be welcome to join the initiative. In 
this issue you will find two on the far side of the world which have chosen to do so.  
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Left: A peace dove as public 
art in Ipswich, Queensland 

I hope this issue inspires 
you to start, or continue, 
to work for peace. If you 
have comments, 
contributions or ideas (or if 
your organisation wishes to 
sign the Pledge to Peace) 
please get in touch. 
 
We also have a Facebook 
page – The Oldham Pledge 
To Peace Forum - please 
‘like’ us.   
 
Yours in Peace,  
 
Richard Outram, Editor 
Email: 
richardoutram35@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07583 097793 

 

mailto:richardoutram35@gmail.com
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An Introduction to the Pledge to Peace  
 

The Pledge to Peace initiative, also called the Bruxelles Declaration, was established at the “Peace 
and Prosperity - Founding Values of the European Union” conference held on November 28, 2011 at 
the European Parliament in Brussels.  

The initiative was the brainchild of then First Vice President of the European Parliament, Mr. Gianni 
Pittella MEP, the former President of the European Parliament Senator Emilio Colombo, and the 
Italian peace group, the Associazione Percorsi. The Pledge to Peace was sponsored by Mr. Prem 
Rawat, an authoritative and international speaker on peace, who was the first signatory. Mr Rawat 
was later appointed ‘Ambassador to the Bruxelles Declaration - Pledge to Peace’ 

 

More information about the Pledge can be found at: http://www.pledgetopeace.eu/ and 
http://www.associazionepercorsi.com  More information about the Ambassador to the Bruxelles 
Declaration – Pledge to Peace, Mr. Prem Rawat, can be found at: http://www.timelesstoday.com , 
http://www.premrawat.com and http://www.wopg.org  
Article and photo courtesy of the Percorsi Association 

Right: First Vice 
President Pittella 
applauds Mr Rawat at the 
conclusion of his address 
at the European 
Parliament on the 
occasion of the launch of 
the Pledge to Peace. 

Institutions and 
organisations are invited 
to sign the Pledge to help 
create a ‘culture of peace’ 
in their communities.  

Each signatory is asked to 
submit an annual report 
to the Secretariat, the 
Percorsi Association, by 
the UN International Day 
of Peace, 21st September.  

 

 

http://www.pledgetopeace.eu/
http://www.associazionepercorsi.com/
http://www.timelesstoday.com/
http://www.premrawat.com/
http://www.wopg.org/
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In Remembrance of Derek  

 
 

With his wife, the Mayoress Di Heffernan at his side, Derek was determined to visit as many schools as 
possible during his mayoral year bringing with him his message that peace is both possible and that it 
must start with every young person. Despite Di being injured in a fall and Derek suffering declining 
physical health, he was creditably able to attend 20 ceremonies as Mayor where schools in our 
borough signed the Pledge to Peace.  

 

For Derek, the highlight of his Mayoral year was the visit of two Japanese ladies to Oldham in April 
2017. These ladies were Hibakusha, survivors of the Hiroshima atomic bombing here to join Derek at 
Alexandra Park to plant seeds received as a gift from the Mayor of Hiroshima. These seeds had also 
survived the atomic bombing. Since that time these seedlings have been growing under the care of 
our Council Parks' Department. You can find out more about what will happen next with the seeds, 
now saplings, on the back page of this magazine. 
 
After the 6 January service, Maria Ellis fittingly presented Di and her family with a photo montage of 
all of the Pledge to Peace events that Derek and Di had attended during Derek’s Mayoral year 
(below). Maria crafted this herself. This will now be displayed in Di’s acccommodation and we hope 
that it will provide her with many happy memories of Derek and Di’s time as Oldham’s Mayoress. 

 

It is my very sad duty to report the passing of our dear 
friend, former Councillor Derek Heffernan on 21 
December 2019. Forum Vice-Chair Maria Ellis and 
Secretary Richard Outram attended the memorial service 
at the Holy Trinity Church in Waterhead and Hollinwood 
Crematorium on 6 January.  

 

Derek was a giant amongst gentlemen and epitomised 
the description of the Ambassador to the Pledge to 
Peace, Mr Prem Rawat, of a peacemaker as a 'Warrior 
for Peace'. He served with great commitment and 
dedication as Chair of the Oldham Pledge to Peace 
Forum from its inauguration in January 2016. From 
November 2015, he also served as Oldham Council's 
Peace Champion and between May 2016 and May 2017 
as Oldham's first Mayor of Peace.  
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At Derek’s Mayoral service at Oldham Parish Church to celebrate his inauguration in May 2016, he 
asked for the following Biblical passage to be included in proceedings: Matthew 5:9 - “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”. Derek was himself a Blessed 
Peacemaker and so now must himself be a child of God. In his name, we rededicate ourselves to his 
mission to bring peace to Oldham and its people. 

May He Rest in Peace. Richard Outram, Editor. 

Amaroo Signing Hugely Symbolic 
On Friday 13 September, Maria Ellis and Richard Outram represented the Forum and Peace Talks 
Oldham at the signing of the Pledge to Peace by The Ivory’s Rock Foundation (IRF) in Queensland, 
Australia. The signing was hugely symbolic because of the Foundation’s close association with the 
Ambassador to the Pledge to Peace, Prem Rawat. 

The Foundation was established in 2010 as a charitable organisation for educational purposes by 
people inspired by the message and work of Prem Rawat. The Foundation manages the Ivory’s Rock 
Conventions & Events Centre (IRCE), a purpose-built venue and learning centre purpose-built for 
peace events, situated near Ipswich, Queensland. The IRCE is more affectionately known to many as 
Amaroo or ‘a beautiful place’ in the local dialect of Australia’s Indigenous people.  

 
 

Following consultation with family 
members, Richard has approached 
the headteacher of Knowsley Junior 
School about establishing an annual 
peace prize in Derek’s name in 
tribute. 

Knowsley was the first school to be 
visited by Derek and Di as Mayor and 
Mayoress of Peace, an occasion at 
which the school signed the Pledge 
(right). The school has a personal 
connection to them. Their two 
children studied there and Derek was 
Chair of Governors for many years. 
 

Right: The 
IRCE 
frequently 
hosts peace 
events 
where over 
4,000 
international 
guests come 
to hear 
keynote 
speaker 
Prem Rawat.  
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The signing ceremony was held at a restaurant in the grounds of the IRCE. The ceremony was held 
before the start of a fundraising gala party to support IRF’s work. 

 

 

In time, it is hoped that the signing will provide impetus to make Ipswich a hub for the Pledge to 
Peace in Australia as the IRF already has partnerships with several local schools and the two local 
authorities, Ipswich City and Scenic Rim Regional Council. However, for the foreseeable future, the 
Foundation will be understandably focusing on monitoring the ongoing threat posed by Australia’s 
terrible bushfires and to pursuing its plans to make infrastructure improvements to the facility in 
readiness for the next event hosted with guest speaker Prem Rawat.  
With thanks to Mike Brown of Mike Brown Productions and the Ivory’s Rock Foundation for the photos  

Amaroo a Beautiful Place – A Space for a Natural Peace Mural  
In September, Maria Ellis participated in a nine-day Volunteer Retreat at the Ivory’s Rock 
Conventions & Events Centre. During the Retreat, participants were able to work on a number of 
projects to ready the facility for future peace events. These ranged from building repairs and 
improvements, involving joinery, painting, electrical work, plumbing and metalwork; landscaping and 
gardening; working on the organic farm; and cleaning. Some team members also took responsibility 
for catering for their co-workers.  

Participants were provided with on-site accommodation and there were extra-curricular activities. 
Maria joined the choir and attended yoga workshops. Maria had a very special task as a member of a 
team of artists, two from the UK and two from Australia, working on a collaborative project to paint a 
distinctive and original design on a shipping container on the site.  

Left Above: Richard was invited to 
introduce the Pledge to Peace to 
the audience before the signing 
took place   

Dr Mark Taylor, Chair of the 
Management Board then signed the 
Pledge for the Foundation.   

Right Above: Richard and Mark 
Taylor shake hands after the 
signing. 

Left: The lovely venue. 
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Commenting Maria said: “The Gathering – an Indigenous Australian Peoples' term – gave an 
opportunity for around 70 people from all corners of the globe to come together and volunteer to 
work on 'the land' in various participation roles. 

“I offered to paint a mural and submitted several photos of previous art works and sketches of ideas 
for the Board of Directors to approve. Other artists were invited to participate. Two Australian ladies 
and a lovely Welsh woman, who happens to be the mum of a female singer who has performed at 
one of Oldham's previous Peace Day events, joined me on the project.  

“Emmie Sloof, Jane Buchanan, Karen Laurence and I each took a part of the container and painted 
individual murals that fitted together around all of the sides to reproduce aspects of Amaroo – 
particularly The Mount Flinders Range and Ivory’s Rock – and the animals which inhabit this beautiful 
place.” 

Joe Smith, the Security Guard, who has lived on the land at Amaroo since it was first purchased, was 
to oversee the project on the large shipping container, which was being used as a shelter and 
storage area at one of his security gates. 

 

Left: Emmie, 
Jane, Karen 
and Maria 
with Joe in 
the container. 

Below Left: 
Three of the 
team, Emmie 
and Maria on 
ladders, 
supported by 
Karen, at 
work.  
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Fellow artist, Australian Jane Buchanan said of her experience on the Retreat: “Whenever you get 
together with a bunch of people at a retreat or similar there’s a process you go through. Your sharp 
corners get knocked off or softened, and an openness prevails. This is what happened at a 9-day 
retreat. It was a retreat to encourage you to connect with the peace that each of us has inside.  

“Most people, if they wanted to, participated in different activities and I was part of a small team of 
artists who were assigned to do some ‘mural art’ on the outside of a sea container. The result was 
amazing, in not only the art but of the warmth and connectedness we started to feel towards each 
other, two of us from Australia, one from UK, and one from Wales. We went on a journey together, 
and became friends. To me that was a great result!” 

 

 

Above: Some of the detail 
from the mural depicting the 
fauna and flora found at 
Ivory’s Rock. 

Right: The front of the 
container worked on by Maria 
with support from Karen, who 
notably painted the owl in a 
tree, providing a symbolic link 
with Oldham. 

Right below: The mural 
reflects the view of the Mount 
Flinders Range as seen from 
the Convention Centre’s 
Pavilion; a view that the 
Centre’s many resident 
Wallabies enjoy on a daily 
basis. 

With thanks for the photos to 
Emmie, Jane, Karen and Maria. 
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University of New England Signs Pledge on Anniversary Date 
On the eighth anniversary of the launch of the Pledge to Peace, 28 November 2019, the University of 
New England (UNE) (https://www.une.edu.au/) in Armidale, New South Wales became the first 
University in Australia to sign the Pledge to Peace. Following email exchanges with Richard, Dr Marty 
Branigan, Convenor of Peace Studies boldly took the initiative. 

 
From those early beginnings, UNE now has approximately 21,000 students and 1,300 staff. Given its 
rural location, over half of the students live on-site in accommodation provided by the various 
colleges. The University is home to a Peace Studies Department. 

Dr Branigan has a doctorate from UNE and graduated from the University of Sydney. He has written 
extensively on the power and effectiveness of non-violent resistance and organises an annual Non-
Violence Film Festival. He will be visiting the UK in June 2020 and we hope to arrange a visit for him 
to Oldham to see our work for peace. 

 
Above: Dr Marty Branigan (rear, far left) with some of his doctorate students proudly waiting to post 
their application to become a signatory of the Pledge to Peace.  
With thanks to Dr Marty Branigan and UNE for the photos. 

UNE was first established in 
Armidale in 1938 when the 
beautiful Booloominbah 
Homestead and 64 hectares 
of land were gifted by T. R. 
Forster to the University of 
Sydney to establish the first 
Australian university outside 
of a state capital.  

Left: Booloominbah. 

Photo c/o NSW Government. 

https://www.une.edu.au/
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Forging an Alliance for Peace and Harmony with Toowoomba 

 
 

Above right: One of the displays at the 2019 Carnival of Flowers. Photo discoverqueensland.co.au  
 
In 2001, the revered Buddhist teacher, the Venerable Master Chin Kung AM, established the Pure Land 
Learning College in Toowoomba. Born in China, the Venerable Master has been a teacher of Mahayana 
Buddhism for over 50 years. In 2006, he established a three-year education programme to engage 
every citizen and agency in his home town of Tangchi to make it a model for peace and harmony. At 
the 2011 celebrations to mark the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the Toowoomba Pure 
Land College, faith and community leaders, including the City Mayor, asked the Venerable Master to 
introduce a similar programme there. For his work to promote interfaith dialogue and harmony, the 
Venerable Master has received numerous international awards and in 2005, became a Member of the 
Order of Australia (an honours system similar to that of the UK). 
 

 
 
A range of regular or bespoke activities have been delivered, including conferences, workshops, focus 
group discussions, forums, faith, cultural and society events, and exchange programmes to promote 
cooperation and understanding between the many diverse religious and ethnic communities of this 
diverse city. Every Saturday evening a Friendship Dinner is hosted at the Pure Land Learning College, 
open to all Toowoomba residents. The project also produces two weekly broadcasts called Voices of 
Faiths on a local radio station 

Nestled in the Darling Downs 
hill range in inland 
Queensland, Toowoomba is a 
diverse city of approx.160,000 
people. With 150 public parks 
and gardens, the city is best 
known as The Garden City 
and most famous for its 
annual Carnival of Flowers 
held in September.  
 
However, in recent years it 
has been building an enviable 
international reputation as an 
aspiring UNESCO Model City 
of Peace and Harmony. 
 

To take the programme forward, 
the Multi-faith Multicultural Centre 
(www.interfaith-harmony.org) was 
established within the precincts of 
the Pure Land College and 
Muhammed Haniff Abdul Razak 
was appointed as Director. 
 
A ten year 'strategic road map' to 
peace is managed on a day-to-day 
basis by Mr Razak with oversight 
from faith and community leaders. 
 
Left: Saying it with flowers - the  
project’s float in the 2013 carnival.  

 

http://www.interfaith-harmony.org/
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Top Left: Here Venerable Master Chin Kung (centre front) welcomes guests to a Friendship Dinner. 
 
Delegations from Toowoomba have also travelled to Cardiff in South Wales and to UNESCO, Paris. 
 
Top Right: A delegation in 2013 visits UNESCO. Thanks for Photo to Andrea Gleeson. 
 
In early December, Richard travelled to Toowoomba to meet some of the key people driving forward 
the project - Haniff Razak and MeiLing Chow at the Multi-faith Multicultural Centre and Roberto Garcia, 
a Community Development Officer who is the principal liaison officer to the project from Toowoomba 
Regional Council.  
 
Amongst the issues discussed were the possibility of the Regional Council and the Multi-faith 
Multicultural Centre / Pure Land College becoming signatories to the Pledge to Peace; forging links 
between Toowoomba and Oldham Councils and between the respective faith communities; and 
meeting the delegation from Toowoomba when they next visit the UK in October 2020. These ideas 
are now being taken forward by the various parties. 
 

 
With thanks to the Multi-faith, Multicultural Centre, particularly Mehling, for the other photos 

 

Left: Haniff 
Razak and 
Richard exchange 
gifts.  

Richard presented 
Haniff with Prem 
Rawat’s 
biography, 'Peace 
is Possible' and a 
DVD of his 
address to 
Australia's Federal 
Parliament on the 
UN International 
Day of Peace. 

He received two 
lovely gifts in 
return. 
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Oldham's Lyndhurst Primary School on ITV's This Morning 

Reproduced from The Oldham Chronicle. By Alex Brooke. 18 October 2019  

 

A school in Oldham has attracted national recognition, after teaching all its young pupils to sing in 
sign language. Lyndhurst Primary (http://www.lyndhurstprimaryschool.co.uk/) appeared on ITV's 
This Morning earlier this week, with programme producers saying the school had 'warmed their 
hearts'. 

It's after they found out the lengths teachers and pupils had gone to, to help 5 pupils with hearing 
difficulties feel welcome. Rather than make the pupils feel excluded, ALL pupils have now been 
taught how to use sign language.  

The school celebrated International Deaf Week by signing songs in assembly last week together.  

Deputy headteacher Rob Hollingsworth told The Chronicle: "This has been a really beneficial 
experience for all the pupils of the school. They've gone from learning basic words, to signing 
complete songs. They can do Heather Small's Proud, they know songs form The Greatest Showman 
and even some Bruno Mars tracks. They've gone on to sing at different events and we think it's been 
an uplifting experience." 

This initiative started when one of their deaf pupils, Mohammed Daud, was having trouble using 
his cochlear implants. In order to encourage him to use them, his educational communicator Amy 
Scoltock decided the best way was to encourage other pupils to use British Sign Language to 
communicate with him.  

The pupils have gradually got better and better and have embraced the new form of talking with one 
another.  

Deputy Headteacher Rob Hollingsworth tells us they are now planning to try and record a Christmas 
single, in aid of charity. “"Our ambition is to try and get a new recording done of the children, which 
we think they would love." 

   With thanks for the photo and text to Alex Brooke and The Oldham Chronicle  

  PS Maria Ellis added: “Derek Heffernan and I saw / heard them sing and sign ‘Heal the World’ by 
Michael Jackson in a peace assembly when they signed the Pledge to Peace and the performance 
moved us to tears.” 

http://www.lyndhurstprimaryschool.co.uk/
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School given 'Beacon Peaceful Schools Award' for pioneering peace within 
education 
Reproduced with permission from The Oldham Chronicle. By Alex Brooke. 28 November 2019  

 

Pupils at Alexandra Park School with some of their 'Bee' Peace work models 

An Oldham school has won a top award for its work promoting peace, in the classroom and local 
community. Alexandra Park Junior School (http://www.alexandrapark.oldham.sch.uk/) will be 
presented with the prestigious Beacon Peaceful Schools Award, on December 4th.  

It recognises their work, aiming to make the world a more peaceful place and being pioneers of peace 
within education.  

A few exceptional schools have become Beacon Peaceful Schools, there are only 14 of them in the UK 
at the moment.  

The award is given according to how pupils are helped to develop inner peace and what is done to 
develop a peaceful set of relationships in schools.  

The whole school ethos is also measured along with peace work done beyond the local school. 

Alexandra Park will be presented with the award by the Peaceful Schools Movement 
(https://www.peacefulschools.org.uk/) .  

One of their staff members, Simon Clark has also been awarded the Peacemakers award. He is the 
second person at the school to receive the accolade. A peacemaker is defined as a person who goes 
the extra mile towards the promotion of peace within the community.  

Mr Clarke has been described as an excellent role model in the school community, after providing 
opportunities for all children to participate in sports and supporting everyone when difficulties arise.  

Alexandra Park headteacher, Mrs Seabright said: 'It is an honour that Alexandra Park Junior School 
has been recognised as a Beacon Peaceful School.   

"We work together to embed attitudes and values such as respect, fairness, compassion and harmony 
in our school. Our children are amazing when it comes to spreading 'Positive Peace.'" 

With thanks for the photo and text to Alex Brooke and The Oldham Chronicle  

http://www.alexandrapark.oldham.sch.uk/
https://www.peacefulschools.org.uk/
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Bags of Hope sent to Syria by Alexandra Park School Children 
In an act of solidarity with the children of Syria who have suffered so much in the recent and ongoing 
conflict, Miss Noshad, a Teaching Assistant at Alexandra Park Junior School asked the children for 
donations of goods to create ‘bags of hope’ to send to Syria through the charity One Nation 
(https://onenationuk.org/). Over a few weeks, the children generously made sufficient donations to fill 
100 bags to bring smiles and joy to the lives of their Syrian counterparts. They also made wonderful 
cards to accompany the bags filled with prayers and expressions of friendship and hope. One Nation, 
who collected the bags and the cards from the school on 2 October said: "These bags contain 
essential aid and fun goodies for the children in Syria. These children have done an amazing job and 
we hope they continue on this wonderful path."  

 

 
With thanks for the photos and text to Samantha Hickling at Alexandra Park 

 

 

https://onenationuk.org/
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Manchester hosts Unique 24-Hour 
Witness to Peace 
  
Manchester played host recently to a unique event, 
where 237,000-words were spoken describing the work 
of UK peace activists.  
 
The 24: Hours: of Peace: event started just after 11am 
on Remembrance Sunday, November 10th, 2019, and 
ended exactly twenty-four hours later. Created by 
writer and director Neil Bartlett, it was staged live as a 
marathon performance at the Royal Exchange Theatre.  
 

(https://24hoursofpeace.co.uk/). 
 

The event was attended by Maria Ellis, and friends, 
Karen Ben-Abdullah and Sue Pascoe. 
 
In the course of 24 uninterrupted hours, a team of 48 
actors and community members took it in turns 
to bring to life the testimony of one hundred British 
peace-workers interviewed by Neil over the previous 
year, including representatives from Mayors for Peace 
and the Warrington Peace Centre.  
 
(Left centre) Actors included Julie Hesmondhalgh 
who read from the transcripts. 
 
The performance was broadcast and streamed online 
uninterrupted by radio station Resonance FM. 
 
(Left below) Sue Pascoe gave an interview to 
Resonance. 
 
Maria gave us her impressions from the event:  

“Listening to the actors reading their lines with such 
commitment and sincerity it actually took me a few 
minutes to realise the scripts weren’t actually their own 
words, but transcripts of interviews from dedicated 
peace activists. 

“I was inspired by an organisation called Global Acts of 
Unity which delivers talks in schools about stopping 
hate crime and hate speech 
(https://mikehaines.globalactsofunity.com/). They 
distribute badges saying ‘Stand against Hate’; and 
postcards asking people to make a pledge to do five 
acts of kindness. They combat hatred with friendship 
and communication.  

“The most moving part came at the end of the 
interview transcript when the person, Mike Haines, said 
he was not going to keep hating, despite his brother 
David being tragically beheaded in Syria on the 
internet. 

 
 
 

https://24hoursofpeace.co.uk/
https://mikehaines.globalactsofunity.com/
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“During the last hour of the event another interviewee said “Peace begins in our minds. Peace is not 
a fairy story. You have to be able to find peace within yourself. You can’t fake it.’ I was also 
fortunate to be able to talk to Neil Bartlett, after hearing his early morning monologue from 3.30-
4.30am. I made a point of returning to the theatre to support Neil in the middle of the night”. 

 
Sue, Karen and Maria are part of a small group of volunteers from Manchester and Oldham who 
work together, via a What’s App group, for the Kifubon Project. 
 

 

Sue and Karen made a presentation of Prem Rawat’s 
biography, ‘Peace is Possible’, to Neil Bartlett 
(Right)  

Maria added: “At the end of the 24 hours, I went to 
talk to the youngest actor present, 16-year old Joe 
Emmerson. I had been very moved by his conviction 
and inflection in his voice. He said it was actually the 
first theatre piece he had performed. His mum Jane 
was very proud of him.  

“I presented Joe with a copy of ‘Peace is Possible’ 
and Joe said he would share the book with his 
friends in the Royal Exchange Youth Theatre”. 
(Below left). 

Maria also presented the book to Julie 
Hesmondhalgh (Below right). 

The copies of ‘Peace is Possible’ came from Bedrock 
Books (www.bedrockbooks.org ). Through the 
Kifubon Project, Bedrock provides free books with a 
positive message to social and humanitarian 
organisations. These include a beautiful children’s 
book and ‘Peace is Possible’. The motto of Bedrock 
Books is Read, Reflect, Share. 

 

 

Sue, Karen and Maria are part of a small group of 
volunteers from Manchester and Oldham who work 
together via a What’s App group for the Kifubon 
Project. 

The motto of Bedrock Books is Read, Reflect, Share. 

 
 

Photos: Chris Payne and 
Maria Ellis.  

Thanks are also due to 
Paula Rabbitt and Polly 
Thomas from the 
Manchester Royal Exchange 
for background information. 

http://www.bedrockbooks.org/
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Korczak Artwork Returned to Brussels to Mark Child Rights Milestone 

To mark the 30th anniversary of the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child on 20 November 1989, Julie Ward MEP, accompanied by 
Warrington based youth and environmental activist Maximilian Czekalski, went on a very special trip 
to the European Parliament in Brussels. They were returning the art work commemorating the life 
and achievements of Janusz Korczak which has been proudly displayed since January 2019 at one 
of Oldham’s Pledge to Peace schools, Hulme Grammar. The art work was unveiled at Hulme at a 
ceremony to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2019.  
 
Korczak is seen as the pioneer of children’s rights, but tragically he was murdered by the Nazis in 
the Treblinka Concentration Camp in August 1942. The Convention, based on his aspirations for 
children, is widely acclaimed as a landmark achievement for human rights, recognizing the roles of 
children as social, economic, health, political, civil and cultural actors. For Max, the occasion had 
special poignancy: “It had a special meaning to me as it commemorated the life of Janusz Korczak. 
For me, as a person with Polish background, this is an amazingly inspiring figure who is widely 
considered as the father of Children's Rights”. 

 

 

With thanks to Julie Ward and Maximilian Czekalski for the photos and quote. 
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Canberra Craftivist Project Commemorates Human Rights at 70 

On 10 December 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was proclaimed and adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly. The anniversary is now celebrated as Human Rights Day. The 
Declaration set out for the first time the universal rights that we are all entitled to as human beings. 
It has been translated into 360 languages.  

To mark the 70th anniversary, a unique exhibition was produced by ‘Craftevists’ for display in the 
Museum of Australian Democracy located in the Old Parliament Building in the Australian capital 
Canberra  (https://www.moadoph.gov.au/). Richard visited the exhibition in early November. 

  

 

With thanks for photos and text to Stefan Postles,  
Museum of Australian Democracy 
 

 

The #UDHRquilt Project 
(https://quilts.moadoph.gov.au/exhibition) 
was initiated by two Craftivists, American 
Stephanie Dunlap and Australian Tal 
Fitzpatrick.  

‘Craftivism’ is an international movement 
of environmental, peace and social justice 
activists who use arts and crafts for 
political expression and for campaigning 
purposes.  

Tal described Craftivists as: “A patchwork 
of makers, diverse but united in kinship. 
We stand for justice, universally applied. 
Through our craft we bear witness. With 
our skilled hands and compassionate 
hearts, we mend the tears in the fabric of 
our society." 
 
Seeking collaborators on social media, 
Stephanie and Tal were overwhelmed by 
the international response.  

The result was four quilts consisting of 30 
quilt blocks, one each to mark the 30 
rights contained in the Declaration (Right 
top – the yellow quilt). They were 
embroidered in 26 languages by 131 
artists from across the globe. Some quilt 
blocks took participants months to make. 

They are all unique, some are charming 
but many are also challenging, reflecting 
the experiences of the artists who have 
seen their own human rights, and those of 
others, abused. (Right bottom) A plea 
for sovereignty for Australia’s First Peoples 
by Laura-Jane Mitchell. The Aboriginal 
Embassy, first established in 1974, is still 
occupied opposite the Museum. 

 

https://www.moadoph.gov.au/
https://quilts.moadoph.gov.au/exhibition
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Sisters Sing the World’s Anthems for Peace 

 

On his final day in Australia, Richard met with Indian sisters, Augnes and Teresa Joy at the State 
Library of Queensland. Agnes is currently studying at Calamvale Community College and Teresa at 
Griffith University. Both sisters have done something truly unique and inspirational – they have 
researched and learned to sing every national anthem in the world in more than 100 languages and 
they are keen to perform at international events and venues to raise funds for their chosen 
charities. 

Augnes and Teresa explained: “We have been practising hard for the last seven years so that we 
can sing each anthem with clarity, fervor and excellent pronunciation. Through the singing of the 
world’s national anthems, we hope to foster peace and we believe the anthems can and will bring 
people together.” 

The sisters are keen to use their talents to raise money to support United Nations peacekeeping 
efforts, and those UN programs which free children and teens from exploitation. Augnes and 
Teresa, with their father, journalist, actor, film director and screenwriter Joy K. Mathew, are regular 
participants in meetings of the United Nations Associations Queensland. They have formed a 
charitable foundation for this purpose and are seeking corporate sponsorship with a promotional 
video featuring endorsements from a range of community leaders. 

Richard was invited to join them in providing some words of support to camera for inclusion in the 
video at a recording session held at the State Library. He also gave Augnes and Teresa some ideas 
for making their vision a reality. Later in 2020, we shall see the Tokyo Olympic Games and the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, and these provide potential opportunities for 
events. Augnes and Teresa are also asking the United Nations to establish a World National 
Anthems’ Day in January each year.  

At their meeting, Richard also presented Augnes and Teresa with a copy of Prem Rawat’s book, No 
Ordinary Box, (above) in the hope that this would provide them with further inspiration to move 
their project forward. 

The video titled ‘Salute the Nations’ was produced by Augnes’s and Teresa's father. It can be 
viewed at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KoJRE8fzmA   

Thanks to Joy K. Mathew for the photograph 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KoJRE8fzmA
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Hiroshima Seeds become Saplings of Peace                    

In early 2017, a package of seeds arrived in the Editor’s office as a gift from the Mayor of Hiroshima 
(below left). The seeds came from trees – gingko, hackberry and jijube – which had survived the 
atomic bombing of that city in August 1945 
(http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/ecbn/projects.html) . In April 2017, Oldham Mayor of 
Peace Councillor Derek Heffernan was joined by two Japanese women who had survived the atomic 
bombing, members of the Hibakusha, in the Alexandra Park greenhouse to plant these seeds in a 
hugely symbolic act for peace (below right). 

 

 
 
Thanks to Glenn Dale from Oldham Council Parks 
Dept for this photo 

In his letter accompanying the seeds the 
Mayor of Hiroshima made clear the 
purpose of his gift: 
 
“A-bombed trees, having faced the horror 
of the atomic bombing, sprouted buds 
again from their burnt trunks, giving 
citizens hope and the courage to live, and 
symbolically calling for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons and the realization of 
eternal world peace.” 
 
“We hope from the bottom of our hearts 
that these ginkgo, hackberry and jujube 
seeds from A-bombed trees will serve as 
symbols of peace.” 
 
As the seeds have become saplings (left) 
we anticipate beginning to transplant them 
to our 26 Pledge to Peace schools, starting 
with Knowsley, and to our public parks 
from the autumn. This will be both an 
exciting project and very fitting in 
remembrance in this 75th anniversary year 
of the atomic bombings. 

http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/ecbn/projects.html

