
 

 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to this seventeenth issue of the Oldham Peace Times, newsletter of the Oldham 
Pledge to Peace Forum. This is a regular publication to inform people and organisations with an 
interest in working for peace about the Forum and its work.  
 

This summer started with mass public protests across the UK against the visit of US President 
Donald Trump. Many of the protestors were demonstrating against President Trump’s military 
policies and demands that Europe spends more of its own budget on defence. As this magazine 
went to press, the President had just announced that the US will withdraw from the bi-lateral 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty, citing the Russian deployment of a new ‘cruise’ missile. 
 

Tragically, it seems that a second Cold War if you will, is in progress between the USA and 
Russia, both led by confrontational nationalist presidents. When I visited the National Cold War 
Exhibition, a quote on display from Soviet Cosmonant Alexei Leonov, who took the first 
spacewalk, stuck with me: “Whilst it was conflict between two superpowers, two ideologies, 
that propelled me into space, in the moment when I looked back at the Earth it struck me very 
forcefully that our planet is home to just one human race...I implore mankind to preserve and 
enhance its future not destroy it.” 
 

In Oldham, we celebrated our desire to live together co-operatively and in peace at our fifth 
Oldham Peace Day celebration event, so ably organised by Maria Ellis, held on Sept. 22 to mark 
the UN International Day of Peace.  
 

 
 

As this issue went to press, we have just been invited by our friend Julie Ward MEP to organise a 
Forum visit to the European Parliament to mark the seventh anniversary of the launch on 28 
November. Here we will be celebrating the date and talking to Euro parliamentarians about 
maintaining links for peace after Brexit. 
 

I hope that the events and activities highlighted in this issue inspire you to start, or continue, to 
work for peace. If you have comments, contributions or ideas, please get in touch.    
 

Yours in Peace, Richard Outram, Editor  
Email: richardoutram35@gmail.com Mobile: 07583 097793 

The Oldham Peace Times 

Issue 17 – October 2018 

News from the Oldham Pledge to Peace Forum 

On the same day, our friends in 
Greater Manchester and District CND 
kindly took some of the paper peace 
cranes made by the pupils at Ss 
Aidan’s and Oswald’s school to the 
Faslane naval base where Britain’s 
Trident missile submarines are based. 
Here they were formed into a CND 
symbol on the perimeter fence by 
some artistic activists.  
 

You will also see in this issue that 
Maria and I presented more of these 
cranes to a Japanese Hibakusha at a 
special event in Liverpool. 

mailto:richardoutram35@gmail.com
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An Introduction to the Pledge to Peace  
 

The Pledge to Peace initiative, also called the Bruxelles Declaration, was established at the “Peace 
and Prosperity - Founding Values of the European Union” conference held on November 28, 2011 at 

the European Parliament in Brussels.  

The initiative was the brainchild of then First Vice President of the European Parliament, Mr. Gianni 
Pittella MEP, the former President of the European Parliament Senator Emilio Colombo, and the 
Italian peace group, the Associazione Percorsi. The Pledge to Peace was sponsored by Mr. Prem 
Rawat, an authoritative and international speaker on peace, who was the first signatory. Mr Rawat 

was later appointed ‘Ambassador to the Bruxelles Declaration - Pledge to Peace’ 

 

Above: A view of delegates at the conference. 

Institutions and organisations are invited to sign the Pledge to help create a ‘culture of peace’ in 
their communities. Each signatory is asked to submit an annual report to the Secretariat, the 

Percorsi Association, by the UN International Day of Peace, 21st September.  

More information about the Pledge can be found at: http://www.pledgetopeace.eu/ and 
http://www.associazionepercorsi.com  More information about the Ambassador to the Bruxelles 
Declaration – Pledge to Peace, Mr. Prem Rawat, can be found at: http://www.timelesstoday.com 
, http://www.premrawat.com and http://www.wopg.org  

 

http://www.pledgetopeace.eu/
http://www.associazionepercorsi.com/
http://www.timelesstoday.com/
http://www.premrawat.com/
http://www.wopg.org/
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A Very Special Peace Day at Ss Aidan’s and Oswald’s 

On 28 June, one of our signatory schools, Ss Aidan’s and Oswald’s RC School, once more held its 
own special Peace Day event. The event is held in June every year to mark the sad passing of 

two former teachers.  

The day was themed around a recognition that ‘we are all one world community’ and every year 
group was allocated a continent to study and the children asked to wear clothing of the particular 
colour used to signify that continent. 

The day started with a school assembly at 9 am, before the children were invited to participate in 
a range of activities. These included drawing a likeness of their own face to be attached to a 
giant map of the world; planting flowers in the peace garden; touching the school’s Peace Pole to 
renew their personal commitment to peace; participating in a walk to Tandle Hill Country Park as 
part of Pope Francis’ ‘Share the Journey’ project; meditation and mindfulness sessions; a balloon 

release; and a peace picnic. 

 

Above: Headteacher Damian Harrison, resplendent in Bermuda shirt and shorts (not his usual 
school attire), presides over the balloon release. Teacher Lauren Beeney from the school described 
the release as ‘really moving’ as ‘every year group was given a balloon in their continent’s colour, 
with a peace message attached, which was then released up into the most beautiful clear blue sky. 
We all watched them drift away with the children wondering where they may end up!’ 
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At 2pm, a second school assembly was held at which the Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham, 
Councillor Javid Iqbal and his wife, and the Oldham Council Peace Champion, Councillor Derek 
Heffernan, were guests of honour. Maria Ellis and Richard Outram also represented Peace Talks 

Oldham and the Forum.  

The assembly was first addressed by Headteacher Damian Harrison, who explained that the day 
had celebrated the fact that ‘we are all one world community’. The Mayor said we ‘need to 
inspire our younger generation to be our future leaders’ and recognised that ‘peace and harmony 
is an important aspect of growing up’. Peace Champion Derek Heffernan said he was proud of 
the ‘big effort’ made at Ss Aidan’s and Oswald’s for peace and urged everyone to keep ‘spreading 

the message of peace’. 

 

Richard Outram said he was proud of Ss Aidan’s and Oswald’s unique link with the primary 
school in the inspiring community of Neve Shalom – Wahat al-Salam. He also brought gifts – 
paper peace cranes made by the children of Hiroshima – to exchange with the pupils of the 
school for the peace cranes they were making to send to the city. 

(Left) A giant world map was made to 
represent peace being spread across 
the world. Lauren said ‘Each year group 
was assigned a continent and a colour, 
and had to draw their face on the large 
continent cut out.  
 
Once every year group had done this, it 
was all brought together and displayed 
on a large sheet in the hall, next to our 
beautiful peace tree display from last 
year.’  
 

Maria Ellis from Peace Talks Oldham 
also ran craft workshops with several 
classes in Year 1 and read from Prem 

Rawat’s book ‘The Pot with the Hole’. 
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Each of the class year groups also presented touching presentations about their work studying a 

continent in the world.  

These included (below left) a song by the Nursery children about the animals of Africa and 

(below right) the Aboriginal art created by Year 2 pupils. 

 

Mr Harrison also used the assembly to launch the school Peace ‘Club’ which stood for 
Conversation, Listening, Understanding and Bringing together; four elements essential for 
peaceful living in a school community. The assembly ended with a rendition of the school’s own 

specially composed peace song ‘May Peace Prevail on Earth’, which reflects the school motto.   

With thanks to Lauren Beeney for some of the photos and the text. 

1000 Cranes for Peace 

 

 
Above: Head-teacher Damian Harrison, Sebastian and Millie with some cranes and the letter. 
 

In their letter, Millie and Sebastian said: ‘The children of SS Aidan and Oswald’s have a deep 
commitment to world peace. We know how special the people of Hiroshima are in promoting peace 
across the world.  In friendship and peace please accept these Peace Cranes as a shared symbol of 
peace from us to you.  We thank you and your people for all the work you do and we take 
encouragement and hope from the journey that you have been on.’ 

Once again this year, Oldham school-children made 
paper peace cranes that have been flown to 
Hiroshima for display in the city’s Memorial Garden on 

the August 6 anniversary of the first atomic bombing. 

Traditionally, paper peace cranes from around the 
world are on display on that date showing the world’s 

solidarity with the people of that city. 

The pupils of Ss Aidan’s and Oswald’s RC Primary 
School made 1,000 cranes reflecting their heartfelt 
desire to see Peace Prevail on Earth.  

Rachel Melly, Campaigns Officer with Yorkshire CND, 
kindly took with her to Hiroshima some of the cranes 
and a letter signed by school councillors Sebastian 
and Millie to the Mayor of the city. Other cranes also 
went to Faslane and to an event in Liverpool with 

Peace Boat.     
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CND at 60 – Art against War 

 

 

 

In July, Richard visited the exhibition Art against 
War at the Millennium Gallery in Sheffield which 
features the work of Peter Kennard, one of 
Britain’s leading political and anti-war artists, for 
CND, Stop the War Coalition and the former 

Greater London Council. 

Peter Kennard began to create photomontages 
in the late 1960’s after becoming horrified by the 
Vietnam War. His work combines photographs 
and images of contemporary events from the 
media with materials such as acetate, 
watercolour paint and ink. His iconic, haunting 
images have appeared in publications, such as 
the New Scientist, The Guardian, New Statesman 

and Sanity (the CND magazine)  

Images include (anti clockwise from left): a 
broken nuclear missile, created from a toy 
missile purchased from the London toyshop 
Hamleys, which Peter then smashed with a 
hammer]; the presence of US military bases in 
Britain; the stationing of Cruise missiles in the 
British countryside (referencing John Constable’s 
Haywain); and Greater London Council declaring 
a nuclear-free zone (Stop, Children and a 

muzzled Cruise missile). 

With thanks to the Millennium Gallery. 

Images copyright of Peter Kennard. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjg9O77pfPZAhXFbhQKHcbBBvcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.cnduk.org/home&psig=AOvVaw34emueI5HPaAKs9f-UCH7F&ust=1521373832811302
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 CND at 60 – The National Cold War Exhibition 

 

 

 

As well as tanks, aircraft and missiles from all sides in the Cold War, the exhibition includes 
frightening displays of almost every atomic weapon developed or deployed by the United Kingdom, 
and the V-bombers that in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s would have delivered them.  

(Below left) The Vickers Valiant, the first generation of V-bombers, many of which were built in 

Oldham at what became the British Aerospace plant in Greengate, Chadderton.  

This aircraft dropped Britain’s first thermonuclear bomb in May 1957, whilst piloted by RAF Wing 
Commander Hubbard (shown), and the museum contains a copy of the bomb itself - (Below 
right) - the sinister Yellow Sun. 

 

A visit is recommended to anyone wishing to reaffirm their belief that peace is the only way forward 
for humanity, and for younger readers who may not have lived through the Cold War where nuclear 

annihilation seemed both likely and imminent. The Museum is FREE. 

In July, Richard visited the UK National Cold 
War Exhibition at the RAF Museum in Cosford 
(www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org/). In the 
current academic year he will be studying the 

Cold War at Bradford University. 

For readers familiar with British cinema, the 
building itself is quite iconic and, 
appropriately, reminiscent of a villain’s set 

from a James Bond movie (far left). 

Within an exhibition of terrible weaponry and 
equally terrifying comments from senior 
American military officers seemingly intent on 
starting World War III, there is one oasis of 
reason to be found in the Mutually Assured 
Destruction pod which covers the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament (near left). 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjg9O77pfPZAhXFbhQKHcbBBvcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.cnduk.org/home&psig=AOvVaw34emueI5HPaAKs9f-UCH7F&ust=1521373832811302
http://www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org/
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A Most Unexpected Request 

 

 

 
 
 

The meeting provided an opportunity to launch a related report ‘A Cog in the Machine’. A week 
after the meeting, a demonstration was held in Oldham town centre and a march staged to the 
factory; the latest actions in a two year campaign.  
 

For more details about this campaign, please email ferrantistoparmingisrael@gmail.com  

Switzerland is renowned as a nation committed to neutrality and 
the promotion of peace. 

In early July, Richard received a most unexpected request from 

a Herr Martin Schwender of the Swiss Peace Movement: 

‘Each 21 September we celebrate in the Swiss town of Basel the 
UN Day of Peace with a special event. This year, the known 
Swiss UN-correspondent Andreas Zumach will talk about the 
possibilities and limits of the UN in searching for conflict solution 

and peace. 

‘Searching ideas for the event’s poster, I found your beautiful 
poster of Oldham’s 2015 International Peace Day (above 
right).My question is could we use the graphics for our own 

purposes?’ 

Of course being only too willing to co-operate with anyone in 
the world working for peace, we said ‘yes’, and back came the 
Swiss version (below right). 

An electronic copy of June’s Oldham Peace Times also went 
Martin’s way. This was received with the following kind 
comments: ‘I am indeed very impressed by all the good work 
you do in Oldham, it’s amazing. I was pleased to read about 
Neve Shalom; I have been there as a journalist in 2003.’ Martin 
sent me his own newsletter titled Unsere Welt (Our World) in 

German. 

Let us hope that we can now develop this initial contact into a 
partnership for peace between Oldham and Basel. 

 

 
New Oldham Peace and 
Justice Group formed 
 

In July, a new Oldham Peace and 
Justice Group was formed following 
a public meeting held at the 
Unitarian Chapel. Around thirty 
people attended the meeting and 
eight organisations were 
represented.  
 

The group is currently campaigning 
against the presence of an arms 
factory in Oldham, the Ferranti 
works at Cairo Mill, Waterhead. 
Ferranti is now the wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Israeli armaments 
company, Elbit Industries. 
 

mailto:ferrantistoparmingisrael@gmail.com
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Britain renounces War...90 Years Ago 

On August 27, an important historic milestone for peace – the 90th anniversary of the Kellogg – 
Briand Pact – passed unnoticed. Yet this international ‘General Treaty for the Renunciation of War 
as an Instrument of National Policy’ when signed in 1928 gave the world hope that diplomacy, and 
not aggressive war, would become the means by which the great powers would resolve disputes. 

The pact was named after its authors, American Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg and French 
Foreign Minister Aristide Briand. The French proposed a treaty solely between the two powers, but 
Kellogg instead suggested a multilateral treaty open to any signatory state which promised not to 
use war to resolve "disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they may be, 
which may arise among them". 

On 27 August 1928, representatives from the United States, France and Germany met at the 
French Foreign Ministry – the Quay d’Orsay in Paris – to sign the treaty, and 62 nations eventually 
signed, the last of which was Barbados in 1971.  

 

 

Although the pact obviously did not end general war (the Second World War started 11 years later), 
wars of aggression between nations have become increasingly rare and it is far less common for 
territory to be annexed by force. In the period from 1816 to 1928, there was an average of one 
conquest every 10 months and 114,088 square miles of territory taken per year, while in the period 
since 1945 there has been one conquest every four years and 5,772 square miles of territory taken 
per year.  

In addition, the pact’s provisions were later incorporated into the United Nations Charter making 
‘aggressive war’ a crime in international law and they were used to charge the war leaders of the 
defeated Axis powers with ‘Crimes against Peace’ at the Nuremburg and Tokyo trials.  

Great Britain was one of the first signatories to the Pact and, surprisingly, it has never renounced 
this commitment. On 16 December 2013, Hansard reported that Conservative MP Steve Baker had 
asked the Solicitor General whether the Pact “remains binding on the UK”. He received the reply: “I 
am advised by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office that the General Treaty for the Renunciation 
of War as an Instrument of National Policy (also known as the Kellogg-Briand Pact) remains in force 
and that the United Kingdom remains a party. 
 
Photos and text c/o Wikipedia and Encyclopedia Britannica 

 

Above left: US Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg signs the Pact.  
Above right: How the New York Times reported the news. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War
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Alexandra Park celebrates Week of Peace 
 

The children and staff at Alexandra Park Junior School, one of Oldham’s Pledge to Peace schools, 
held a peace week leading up to the UN International Day of Peace. 
 
PHSE Co-ordinator, Samantha Nicholson Hickling, who organised the peace week, told OPT about 
the week. 
 
‘We had a great start to Peace Week (Monday 17th September) when we welcomed the Mayor of 
Oldham, Cllr Javid Iqbal, and Maria Ellis from Peace Talks Oldham to the school. The Mayor 
delivered a powerful speech in a whole school assembly and our children asked him some very 

thoughtful questions about his roles and responsibilities as Oldham’s Mayor. 

Later Maria worked with Year 6 pupils in three workshops to produce peace hearts and doves, 

some of which were displayed in Gallery Oldham for the Oldham Peace Day celebration event. 

Maria also read from Splitting the Arrow and the children wrote peace ‘shopping lists.’ 

 

 

During the week, the 
children also made paper 
cranes (left), and created 
a peace wall by decorating 
their own brick. 

On the UN International 
Day of Peace (Friday 21 
September), some of our 
children went to visit the 
Mayor in his Parlour at the 
Civic Centre (below left) 
and they also saw the 
Oldham Peace and 
Respect Flag flying over 

the town hall. 

They felt so privileged to 
be invited and really 
enjoyed the event. The 
Mayor even gave the 
children some gifts. 

In the afternoon, Laura 
Topper from Ommaysing 
Me delivered a workshop 
called Peace Begins with 
Me to 100 pupils in the 

school hall.’ 

Photos courtesy of 
Samantha.  

 

. 
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Fifth Anniversary marks Swan Song for Oldham Peace Day Event 

A special musical fanfare by the Dobcross Youth Band greeted the Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham 
as they arrived to open the Fifth Oldham Peace Day celebration event, held once more in Oldham 
Library / Gallery Oldham, on Saturday 22 September.  

The event included spirited musical performances by Dobcross Youth Band, the choir of Ss Aidan’s 
and Oswald’s School and Uke 2, the announcement of the winners of our ‘Photographing Peace in 
Oldham’ competition, and two mindfulness workshops with Laura Topper and Clive Wilson. 
However, the event was tinged with sadness as principal organisers, Maria Ellis and Richard 
Outram, are unable to organise any further events at this time because of other personal 
commitments in the future. 

 

(Left - From top)  

The talented young 
musicians of Dobcross 
Youth Band open the 
event with a sterling 
performance, which 
included a special 
fanfare for the Mayor 

and Mayoress.  

 

 

 

The audience was first 
addressed by Oldham 
Council Peace 
Champion and Forum 
Chair, Councillor Derek 

Heffernan. 

 

 

 

And then by the Mayor 
of Oldham, Councillor 
Javid Iqbal with the 

Mayoress looking on. 
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(Top Right) Laura 
Topper signed the 
Pledge to Peace on 
behalf of Ommaysing 
Me. 

(Top Left) Laura later 
delivered a workshop, 
which was well 
attended by adult 
participants and 
children from Ss Aidan 

and Oswald’s School. 

(Left) The Mayor 
presides over the 
Photographing Peace in 

Oldham prize giving. 

(Left) The Mayor and 
Mayoress with Cllr 
Angie Farrell-
Cheeseman, Peace 
Champion of Shaw and 
Crompton Parish 
Council, the only other 
local authority in the UK 
to sign the Pledge, and 
Maria and Richard in 
their colourful Peace 

Talks Oldham t-shirts. 
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(Left) The school choir 
from Ss Aidan’s and 
Oswald’s, one of our 
Pledge to Peace schools, 
sang wonderfully for us, 
accompanied by 
headteacher Damian 

Harrison on guitar.  

Their repertoire included 
the specially-composed 
school song ‘May Peace 

Prevail on Peace’.  

 

(Left) In a touching 
moment, a young boy 
joins his older brother in 
the choir in a close 

embrace. 

(Below) Andrew Housley 
conducting the Uke 2 
ukulele band with his 
usual humour brought the 
successful event to a 
close. 

Meanwhile in the 
Education Suite, Clive 
Wilson, Chair of the 
Harrogate United Nations 
Association, was hosting a 
workshop looking at the 
world as we would like to 
see it in 2030.  

Clive linked the ideas and 
aspirations of the 
participants to the United 
Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
Unfortunately these did 
not include - as someone 

suggested - hover boots! 

Thanks to everyone who 
made the magic happen, 
especially organiser Maria 
Ellis. 
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To save them, D' Acquisto then ‘confessed’ to the alleged crime, claiming he was solely responsible 
for the explosion and that the civilians were innocent. In so doing, he saved their lives, but paid for 
them with his own - he was shot on 23 September 1943; he was only 22 years of age.  
 

Considered a Roman Catholic martyr, Sergeant D’ Acquisto was posthumously awarded the Italian 
Gold Medal for Military Valour and put forward for beatification by Pope John Paul II. In 1975, a 
postage stamp was printed in his honour (above).  

Photos courtesy of the School, Wikipedia and Catholic Herald. 

Making Links with Italy 

As readers of this magazine will know, we at the Forum are 
very interested in making international links for peace with 
like-minded colleagues in Europe and beyond. 

As this magazine goes to press, we are working to establish 
a link between one of our Pledge to Peace Schools, St 
Joseph’s RC Primary School in Shaw, with our sister school, 
the Salvo D’Acquisto Primary in Lari, Tuscany. 

Maria Ellis and Richard Outram visited Lari, which has also 
signed the Pledge to Peace, in May 2016 and met the Mayor. 
We are keen to develop further links with the village, and a 

link with the school would be a logical first step. 

The school itself is named after a very brave Catholic martyr 
who, in the Second World War, courageously sacrificed his 
life to save others. It is only fitting therefore that we are 

establishing this link on the 75th anniversary of his death. 

Salvo D’ Acquisto (left) was born in Naples in 1920, the 
eldest of eight children. D’ Acquisto joined the Carabinieri in 
1939 and fought in Libya, before being wounded and 
invalided home. In 1942, he was promoted to Vice-Sergeant 
and posted to command a police detachment in Fiumicino, 
near Rome.   

When Italy surrendered to the allied forces in September 
1943, German forces quickly overran much of the country. 
When an explosion in a nearby ammunition dump killed two 
German soldiers, the divisional commander blamed 
‘unnamed locals’. D’ Acquisto was ordered to investigate the 

‘crime’, but he found the explosion to be accidental. 

Nonetheless the Germans demanded reprisals, so they took 

twenty two residents hostage and imprisoned them in a 

watchtower.  

D' Acquisto was taken by force to interrogate the prisoners 
again. All of them insisted they were innocent so he again 
told the Germans the explosion was accidental. Infuriated, 
his captors insulted and beat him, and tore his uniform, and 
then handed the prisoners shovels to dig a mass grave prior 
to being executed. 

 

 

Anna Arrighi, who is active with the Pledge to Peace 
Secretariat, the Percorsi Association, is a teacher at the 

school. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiC7JW65fvcAhWOxoUKHSGsC7cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2012/07/26/the-incredible-sacrifice-of-salvo-daquisto/&psig=AOvVaw1yKZn963TsgD3ORFDlUwV4&ust=1534860048996140
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reprisal
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A New Peace Sculpture for Dunwood Park 

Dunwood Park in Shaw has an 8ft new sculpture as a focal point for peace created from an ash tree 
stump. In 2016, a peace theme for the sculpture was agreed following a community consultation 
carried out by the Friends of Dunwood Park (FoDP). From the 63 ideas gathered from park users, 
Amanda Wright from Right Opportunities CIC developed a design brief. Amanda asked students at 

three schools and colleges to create designs, using these drawings as primary research.   

 

Karl Macauley from Elegant Chainsaw Sculptures was commissioned to carry out the work, but he 
was not able to follow Sahira’s exact design as cracks which ran through the stump made this 
impossible; however he has used elements of her design to inspire his creation, and the sculpture 
was completed in September 2018 with lottery funding. 

 

(Above left to right) Karl at work on the sculpture and weighing up the job; the reverse of the 
sculpture and the front, which features the universally recognised ‘CND symbol’ at the bottom. 

 

 

The design competition was a 
great opportunity for the students 
to work to a live brief and see the 
results of their work. Four 
excellent designs (left) were 
received from students at the 

Oldham Sixth Form College.  

A panel of judges from the FoDP, 
Peace Talks Oldham, the Oldham 
Pledge to Peace Forum, Right 
Opportunities and Oldham 
Council selected the design 
submitted by Sahira Bibi, a 
second year A-level student at 

the Oldham Sixth Forum College. 
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At the official unveiling ceremony - Wednesday 10 October- Sahira saw first-hand how her ideas 
had inspired the sculpture (below left) and she also met the Mayor of Oldham, Cllr Javid Iqbal, 
who presented her with a £50 Amazon voucher for her efforts (right)  

 

The Mayor; Pauline Holt, Chair of FoDP; Julie Birch from Oldham Sixth Form College; and Cllr Derek 
Heffernan, Oldham Council’s Peace Champion and Forum Chair, all spoke. Cllr Angie Farrell-
Cheeseman, Shaw and Crompton Parish Council Peace Champion, and several parish councillors 
also attended. Maria Ellis also represented Peace Talks Oldham. 

 

In his address, the Mayor spoke about the ‘importance’ of every human being finding peace, and 
how fitting it was that an ash tree stump which had survived the Second World War should become 
a “lasting legacy of peace…a visible symbol that Dunwood Park has peace.” 
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Julie Birch, Sahira’s tutor and Course Leader for 3D Design and the Extended Diploma in Art and 
Design, said: “Projects such as this are invaluable opportunities for students. I know Sahira put a 
lot of thought into what peace meant to her and she wanted to concentrate on the caring and 
loving side of peace. We are delighted that Sahira’s entry was selected, and with the finished 
sculpture which has now been produced.” 

 

 

With thanks to Maria Ellis and Oldham Council for the photos. 

Above: The 60 or so 
participants who 
attended the unveiling 
were entertained by 
approximately 30 children 
from Joseph’s RC Primary 

School choir, Shaw. 

St Josephs is a signatory 
school of the Pledge to 
Peace. 

Below Left: The Mayor 
was happy to allow pupils 
to queue up to examine 
the chain of office at first 
hand! 
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Peace Forum Visits Peace Boat 

Forum Vice-Chair Maria Ellis and Secretary Richard Outram were invited on-board the amazing 
Peace Boat on Tuesday 16 October when it docked in Liverpool as part of its 99th worldwide cruise 
promoting peace.  

The Peace Boat (www.peaceboat.org) is operated by a Japanese charitable organisation and has 
undertaken several worldwide cruises every year since 1983. At each port, events are arranged 
with local peace organisations to bring the message that peace is possible. This is the first time it 
has visited Liverpool. 

 

This year, the ship is promoting the achievement of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, but for 
the last ten years, one annual cruise has been very special. On this cruise, the ship then carries 
several Hibakusha, survivors of the atomic bombings at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, who, despite their 
advanced age, are passionate about giving first-hand testimony of their terrible experiences but 
also of their hopes for a nuclear weapon free world. The 99th cruise is one of these cruises – the 
theme for the voyage is ‘From Banning to Abolishing Nuclear Weapons with the Power of Civil 
Society’. 

 

In a discussion with the party, Captain Andersson described both himself and Captain Hasama as 
‘old sea dogs’ having both been on ships throughout their working lives. He said that ‘The 
promotion of peace is the essence of the ship’s mission’ with the cruise being educational as the 
1,200 passengers, many of them young Japanese, are able to listen to an array of expert speakers 

Maria and Richard joined a tour 
group at the kind invitation of 
the Peace Boat and the World 
Ship Society, Merseyside 
Branch. 

During the tour, they were able 
to present books about the life 
and message of the 
Ambassador to the Pledge to 
Peace, Mr Prem Rawat, and a 
gift from the Mayor of Oldham 
to Captain Andersson (far 
left).  

They also received in return 
from Captains Andersson and 
Hasama a picture of the Peace 
Boat leaving her home port of 
Yokohama in Japan (left).  

http://www.peaceboat.org/


19 The Oldham Peace Times Issue 17 –October 2018 

on peace-related subjects whilst at sea. There are 400 crew members from 39 nations, but Sweden 
only has one representative - Captain Andersson himself. 

Captain Hasama is actually retired, but he joined Peace Boat after the sad death of his wife and has 
now completed nine world tours with the ship. He cultivates orchids at home in Toyko and has two 
in his cabin. 

 

Mrs Tsukamoto and her elder brother nursed many casualties from the bombing at her uncle’s 
hospital and she described their feeling of helplessness in the face of so much suffering. She ended 
her emotive talk with a call for ‘No more Hibakusha; no more victims of nuclear weapons.’ 

      

Maria and Richard both had the great honour to present Mrs Tsukamoto with paper peace 
cranes made by Ss Aidan's and Oswalds RC Primary School in Royton (above left). The paper 
peace crane is appropriately the symbol for the 99th cruise (above right). Maria also presented 
Mrs Tsukamoto with a book by Mr Prem Rawat; only a few days earlier, Mr Rawat had actually 
spoken at an event in Hiroshima held to promote the publication of his latest book in Japanese. 

Richard said: “The Peace Boat is a unique way to convey to citizens around the world the 
importance of peace to all of humankind. It is humbling to think that Mrs Tsukamoto and the 
other Hibakusha, who are all in their eighties, want to travel around the oceans on the ship for 
months at a time to bring their message of hope that peace is possible. The testimonies of the 
Hibakusha are heart-breaking, but they are also inspire anyone exposed to their message to be 
as driven and passionate as they are in seeking peace. Maria and I felt very honoured to be 
able to view the ship and to meet with Captain Andersson, Captain Hasama, Mrs Tsukamoto, 
and everyone involved with this amazing project. We have made some wonderful new friends 
with whom we can work together for peace in the future.” 

With thanks to Maria Ellis for two of the photographs. 

Later on the tour, Maria visited the ship’s 
library (left) where the books donated on 
the visit will be made available. 

Maria and Richard also attended a meeting 
hosted by the Merseyside Peace Groups 
Coalition, which was movingly addressed by 
Mrs. Michiko Tsukamoto, who was 10 in 
August 1945. Mrs Tsukamoto sadly lost her 
father in the Hiroshima atomic bomb blast, 
and her mother tragically died several years 
later of cancer caused by atomic radiation.  
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Photographing Peace in Oldham Competition  

 

The winners of our Photographing Peace in Oldham competition, announced at the Fifth Oldham 
Peace Day celebration event, were (Left to Right) Top Row: Junior - Landscape: Hajra Rahman; 
Adult - Landscape: Martyn Nolan. Middle Row: Adult - Living in Oldham: Bec Howard, Portrait: 
Simon Haworth, Young Adult - Portrait: Milad Sarwar. Bottom Row: Young Adult - Landscape and 

Living in Oldham: Milad Sarwar. 

Milad Sarwar was the overall competition winner. Milad and Martin were able to attend the event in 
person. Congratulations to all of our winners and thanks to our judges and competition sponsors. 
 

 


