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Year 3: What do I know about where I live?

Be familiar with a 

map of the North 

West

Recognise the 

difference between 

Oldham and 

Manchester (town/ city)

Know about the 

industry in the 

immediate area

Know about the physical 

features of the North 

West

Consider land usage 

and how things have 

changed

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 3:Why are jungles so wet and deserts so dry?

What is a rainforest 

and what is life like in 

a rainforest?

Explain the impact of 

deforestation on the 

rainforests.

Where are the 

world’s rainforests?

Recognise the different 

layers of a rainforest. 

Compare and 

contrast what life is 

like in the desert to a 

rainforest.

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 3: What’s in a region? Contrasting locality (East 

Anglia)

Describe what a 

region is.

Name and locate some 

counties and nearby 

cities (NW and East 

Anglia)

Know the difference 

between rural and 

urban areas.

Where is East Anglia and 

describe its locality.

Name some similarities 

and differences 

between NW England 

and East Anglia.

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 4: What do we know about Fairtrade and 

Sustainability?

Understand what 

we mean by third 

world countries

Which countries are 

likely to benefit from 

Fairtrade regulations?

Understand what 

we mean by 

Fairtrade

Are our supermarkets 

taking account of 

Fairtrade?

What we need to do 

to become more 

sustainable?

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 4: What do we know about earthquakes?

Understand what we 

mean by earthquakes 

and how they are 

occur.

Explain why some 

earthquakes cause 

more damage than 

others.

Why and where do 

earthquakes 

occur?

Locate where famous 

earthquakes have 

occurred.

Identify the  effects of 

earthquakes on land 

and people.

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 4: What makes Catalonia a unique region in 

Spain?

Locate Europe and 

major cities on a 

map.

How and why does 

tourism affect 

Catalonia?

Explain the physical 

features of Spain, 

Catalonia.

Explain the human 

aspects of Catalonia.

Why do some people 

in Catalonia want 

independence from 

the country?

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 4: What do we know about Mountains?

Understand what 

we mean by 

mountains and why 

people visit them .

Understand some of the 

physical processes in the 
formation of mountains

Know the names of 

important 

mountains in the 

world and UK.

Locate different 

mountains on a map.

Identify similarities 

between mountain 

climates.

composite

component
component

component

component

component



Year 5: How does the ISS help us to know more 

about the world we live in?

What is the ISS?

Compare climate zones 

between countries.

Understand more 

about time zones 

and can work out 

differences.

Understand what we 

mean by climate zones

How does the ISS 

benefit the Earth

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 5: What do we know about coasts and identify 

coastal places?

What is the coast?

Why do people visit the 

coast?

How do coasts 

change?

What are the physical 

processes in coastal 

erosion?

How are coasts 

looked after?

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 5: What’s so marvellous about Rio de Janeiro 

(Brazil)?

Locate Brazil, it’s capital 

city and surrounding 

countries.

Compare the culture of 

Brazil to the culture in the 

UK.

Locate famous 

landmarks in Brazil.

Identify 

similarities/differences 

between rich and 

poor within Brazilian 

cities.

composite

component
component

component

component

component



Year 6: How is a river formed?

Know the names of 

important rivers in 

the world and UK

Why do some 
people live close to 

rivers

Know the names od 

different parts of 

rivers, e.g. estuary, 

source, tributaries

Follow a river’s journey 

from source to mouth

Why do rivers flood 

and what are the 

implications of 

flooding

composite

component component

component

component

component



Year 6: How is a volcano formed?

Understand what we mean 
by volcanoes and why 

people visit them.

Explain the 

advantages/disadvantages 

of living near a volcano.

Describe the key 

features of a volcano.

Know and locate the 

names of famous 

volcanoes around the 

world.

composite

component component

component

component

component



Concept

Human Geography
Settlements is an important concept as children discover how towns and villages got their 
names and why certain areas were chosen as settlements.

Then return to the present day and look at settlements and explore maps of surrounding 
areas. Geography lessons are designed to give the children  a greater understanding of 
what settlements are, how settlements were formed and also to improve their map skills. 
Children will discover how reading maps can tell them what a settlement is like. 



Concept

Maps are fundamental to our learning in Primary Schools, and, used well, 
they help to create continuously developing learning opportunities: in 
drawing and creating them, the children reveal and explore their own 
understanding of scale, nested hierarchies, and of course the World as a 
whole.
Making maps a familiar part of the indoor, and outdoor, classroom 
environment and culture from early years builds on children’s natural 
curiosity and develops their spatial skills. 
This concept alongside digimaps allows children to develop their 
locational knowledge. It also extends pupils’ place knowledge, integrate 
elements of physical and human geography and develop key 
geographical skills in the process.


