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Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

Sustainable Using natural resources in a way that we could 
keep doing for a long time. We can be more 
sustainable by reducing our use of natural 
resources. ... We can also help restore natural 
resources.

Unsustainable Not being able to continue using natural resources 
for a long time.

Turbine An engine that turns fluid movement into energy. Sticky Knowledge about  
Sustainability

Recyclable Products
Conservation The protection of things found in nature.

• Paper, magazines, 
newspapers and junk 
mail 

• Cardboard 
• Green, clear and 

brown glass bottles 
and jars 

• Juice and milk 
cartons 

• All hard plastic 
bottles but not lids 

• Steel (tin and 
aluminium cans and 
empty aerosols 

•

Recycle The process of taking materials ready to be thrown 
away and converting (changing) them into reusable 
materials.

❑ Every day about 8,000 tonnes of rubbish are thrown away 
(in England and Wales) = the weight of 1,600 African 
elephants!

Pollution When gases, smoke and chemicals are introduced 
into the environment in large doses that makes it 
harmful for humans, animals and plants. Some 
forms of pollution can be seen, some are invisible.

❑  Since 1950 the richest 1/5 of the population  has doubled its 
consumption of energy, meat, timber, steel and copper per 
person.

Global 
Warming

Global warming is the term used to describe the 
rising of the average temperature on Earth.

1 wind turbine = electricity for 1,000 homes.

Greenhouse 
gases

These are gases in Earth's atmosphere that trap 
heat. They let sunlight pass through the atmosphere, 
but they prevent the heat that the sunlight brings 
from leaving the atmosphere. The main greenhouse 
gases are: Water vapor. Carbon dioxide.

❑ The 3 fossil fuels that we use are coal, gas and oil.  These 
are unsustainable as an energy source. It is estimated that 
these will only last for another 100 years unless we find 
some more.

Deforestation The clearing, or cutting down, of forests. ❑ Global warming is a rise in the Earth's temperature.  If the 
Earth gets hotter cities on coasts would flood, lakes and 
rivers would dry up and less water would be available.

Reusable You can "reuse" materials in their original form 
instead of throwing them away, or pass those 
materials on to others who could use them too!

❑ Reduce, reuse and recycle is a slogan used.
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